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Characteristics of prescription audits by family pharmacists

Yukino Ueda', Junko Kai?, Akane Uno!, Manabu Suzuki'?, Michiko Obara®,

Hideki Hayashi1°2°3’4, Tomohiro Tanase®, Yasushi Hibino®, Tadashi Sugiyama1’2’3’4*

Focusing on the Pharmaceutical Intervention Records (PIR) project conducted in collaboration
Gifu Pharmaceutical University and the Gifu Pharmaceutical Association, this study analyzed the
characteristics of prescription audits in which a family pharmacist intervened, based on the records
of prescription inquiries. Pharmacists audited data for 1,546 prescriptions in the PIR database in
2018. For the analysis, these 1,546 prescriptions were divided into a subject group (prescriptions
in which a family pharmacist intervened) and a control group (other prescriptions). In the subject
group, family pharmacists typically resolved inadequate prescriptions and non-compliance by
conducting unused medicine checks and communicating with patients and their family. The
prescription audits led to high rates of addition of other medicines and dose reduction. In this survey,
it was suggested that family pharmacists confirmed symptoms by communicating with patients and
reflected these symptoms in the prescription inquiries. In contrast, multi-drug/multiple medications
and the prevention of interactions were not detected in the characteristics of the prescription
inquiries by family pharmacists. It is considered an aim for the future to broaden the use of the
family pharmacist system and to include the centralized management of medication information in

prescription audits.
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